Expert preparatory meeting for Defining EU Integrated Platform for Roma Inclusion – DRAFT AGENDA
Thursday 26 February 2009
10:00 – 10:30
· Opening remarks, Jana Koláčková, deputy minister for human rights and minorities of the Czech Republic 
· Opening remarks, Jan Jařab, European Commission 
· Opening remarks, Ivan Veselý, 2nd vice Chair of the Council for Roma Community Affairs

DEFINING THE EU INTEGRATED PLATFORM FOR ROMA INCLUSION
10:30 – 11:30
· If we would leave in ideal world, how would we imagine EU Integrated Platform for Roma Integration to be? 
Discussion on expectations of various stakeholders on role, function and operation of EU Integrated Platform for Roma Integration.  Expected result: to compare and contrast expectations of various stakeholders on Integrated Platform and to discuss realism and feasibility of these expectations. To shape up margin of compromise between various stakeholders.
Facilitator: Czeslaw Walek
Debate starters: Martin Kovats, Valeriu Nicolae 
11:30 – 12:00 

Coffee break

12:00 – 13:00

· EU Integrated Platform for Roma Inclusion as new EU mechanism or as part of already existing EU mechanisms?
This is continuation of previous discussion block, focusing on reality – shall Integrated Platform for Roma Inclusion become new EU mechanism, or shall it be incorporated into already existing EU mechanisms, if so what mechanisms are we talking about here. What are pros and cons of these alternatives? How should Integrated Platform function in reality? What should be elements of this mechanism that are substantial for effectiveness of this mechanism? Expected results: compromise on mechanism that Integrated Platform will be that will respond to expectations and will be feasible.

Facilitator: Gabriela Hrabanova
Debate starters: Joachim Ott, David Mark

13:00 – 14:30

Lunch

WORKING METHODS
14:30 – 15:30

· Proposed elements of EU Integrated platform for Roma Inclusion – common objectives, principles, targets and reporting

Discussion on proposed essential elements of the platform. Expected result: mutual (dis)agreement that common objectives, principles, targets and reporting is essential element of the platform that it is feasible to expect from EU states to agree with. Further discussion should result with proposal on concrete mechanism and design of this element.  

Facilitator : Czeslaw Walek
Debate starters : Christian Bodewig, Ivan Ivanov
15:30 – 16:00

Coffee break

16:00 – 17:00

· Proposed elements of EU Integrated platform for Roma Inclusion – exchange of best practices

Discussion on proposed essential elements of the platform. Expected result: mutual (dis)agreement that exchange of best practices is essential element of the platform; that it is feasible to expect from EU states to agree with. Further discussion should result with proposal on concrete mechanism and design of this element.  

Facilitator: Gabriela Hrabanova
Debate starters: Jose Manual Fresno, Zuzana Zajarošová
20:00

Dinner

FRIDAY 27 February 2009
9:00 – 10:30

· Proposed elements of EU Integrated platform for Roma Inclusion – monitoring of ESF

Discussion on proposed essential elements of the platform. The role of the EU Roma Network. Expected result: mutual (dis)agreement that monitoring of ESF is an essential element of the platform; that it is feasible to expect from EU states to agree with. Further discussion should result with proposal on concrete mechanism and design of this element.  

Facilitator: Czeslaw Walek

Debate starters: Belen Sanchez Rubio, Jan Jařab
10:30 – 11:00

Coffee break

11:00 – 12:00

· Proposed elements of EU Integrated platform for Roma Inclusion – data collection

Discussion on proposed essential elements of the platform. Expected result: mutual (dis)agreement that common data collection is essential element of the platform; that it is feasible to expect from EU states to agree with. FRA presentation on Roma 'Data in focus report' (part of EU-MIDIS survey). Further discussion should result with proposal for further steps on design of this element.  

Facilitator: Czeslaw Walek

Debate starters: Eva Sobotka, Andrey Ivanov, 

12:00 – 13:00 
· Proposed elements of EU Integrated platform for Roma Inclusion – national policies 
Discussion on proposed essential elements of the platform. Expected result: mutual (dis) agreement that unification of basic criteria for national Roma policies is an essential element of the platform; that it is feasible to expect from EU states to agree with. Further discussion should result with proposal on concrete steps further.

Facilitator: Gabriela Hrabanova

Debate starters: Andor Urmos, Isabella Alonso 
13:00

Closing Lunch hosted by the minister for human rights and minorities Michael Kocáb with closing remarks from Gabriela Hrabanova
